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Rose midge

rose midge early season damage

The rose midge, Dasineura
rhodophaga Coquillett (Diptera:
Cecidomyiidae) is an uncommon but
damaging pest of roses. Damage
from the midge was first reported in
1886 in New Jersey. There are
accounts of its infestation in the
Pacific Northwest, California, the
Northeastern states, Colorado,
Illinois, Ohio, Wisconsin, and the
Canadian provinces of British
Columbia and Ontario. The
distribution and occurrence of the
midge will likely increase. The adult
midge lays its eggs inside the sepals
of new flower and leaf buds. The tiny
maggot that hatches feeds in these
areas causing blackened tissue, tip
abortion, and distorted flower buds.
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rose midge

In 2004, the first damage of the
rose midge early season damage
season was reported on April 13 at
the International Rose Test Garden
(IRTG) in Portland, Oregon. Rose
midge damage tends to increase
through the season. Sampling of new
shoots during the 2004 season
showed two peaks of damage: in late
June/early July and late
August/early September.
Our work with rose midge in 2005 at
the IRTG comparing one "preemergent" application of Merit
(imidacloprid) and Tempo
(cyfluthrin) applications begun in
rose midge early season damage
April and applied every two weeks
throughout the growing season (12
applications) showed statistically
equivalent control between the two
treatments. Both treatments kept
damage around 2% while the
untreated control had 54% damaged
buds.
For more details on the 2005 trials,
see the Final Report of Investigation
of Phenology and Management of
Rose Midge, Dasineura
rhodophaga.

rose midge larvae under sepal

Cultural control
Rose midge may be moving into new
sites/plantings via infested plants,
particularly the difficult to detect
larval/pupal stage in the soil. One
method to reduce the risk of
introduction of this pest is to buy
bare root roses or to discard the soil
and rinse the roots of plants brought
in from infested sites. There is
anecdotal evidence that removing
the mulch at the end of the growing
season in the late fall and replacing
with fresh mulch may remove the
overwintering stage of the midge
which generally is quite shallow, in
the top 1-2" of soil.
Original version: <27 August 2003>
Last update <2 August 2019>
Author: R.L. Rosetta, Extension
Nursery Integrated Pest
Management, Department of
Horticulture, Oregon State
University/NWREC.
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tip abortion
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tip damage

Psyllopsis fraxinicola
rose curculio weevil
rose midge
roseslug
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sawflies
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new
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Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials on the
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability,
age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic
information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
El Servicio de Extensión de Oregon State University prohíbe la discriminación en todos sus programas, servicios, actividades y
materiales en base a la raza, color, origen nacional, religión, sexo, identidad de género (incluyendo la expresión de género),
orientación sexual, discapacidad, edad, estado civil, estatus de la familia/padres, ingresos derivados de un programa de
asistencia pública, creencias políticas, información genética, estado de veterano, represalia o represalia por actividad previa de
los derechos civiles.
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